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 "Martis 31 Die Januarii, 152. 


Order'd, 


Hat Mr. Warburton and Coll. South- 
1 well do give the Thanks of this Houſe” 
to the Reverend Mr. Charles Carr Chaplain 
to this Houſe, for his Excellent Sermon, preach'd 
before this Houſe Yeſterday at St. Andrew's- 
Church; and deſire hig ig Print the ſame. 


„ ) D C7 Porl, 
| Dom. Com. 
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O Feruſalem, waſh thine Heart from Vi chednef 
that thou mayſt be ſaved; how long ſhall = 
vain T honghts lodge within thee ! ? 
| Meſſenger to the Fewiſh Nation, to fore- 

warn them of the many Calamuties and 

Misfortuncs that were coming on them; exhort- 

eth his Countrymen to lead more pure and blame- 

leſs Lives, to leave their evil Deeds, and turn un- 
to the Lord their God with all their Hearts, with 
ſincere Humiliation for their many paſt Offences, 

and ſtedfaſt Reſolution to amend their Lives for 
the Time to come. And this he aſſures them to 
be the moſt likely, nay, the only Way, to be 
freed from the impenc in Miſeries, which then 
chreaten'd them. As for all other Means of Safe- 
ty, he carneſtly adviſeth them, as their true and 
real Friend, that they wou'd lay them aſide, and 
not truſt in them, for they were vain Thoughts, 

meer - empty Notions — ſteemed from a di- 


ſtemper d Brain, which gave no tolerable Grounds 
＋ B 2 | for 
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for Succeſs; in ſhort, they were ſuch, that if they 
rely d on chem, wou'd miſerably deceive. them, 
and end in their Ruin. And ſuch, he told them, 
were their Hopes of Safety from. their own 
Strength, from the very great Number and ex- 
ceſſivye Wealthineſs of the Inhabitants of Feruſalem. : 


Neither were their Expectations from Abroad, 


from that. broken Reed Egypt, more to be de- 
pended on. But the only way to ward. the Blow, 


and which he was ſent to warn them of, Was, by 


waſhing their Hearts. from Wickedneſs. 0 Jerus 
falem, waſh thine Heart. from Wickedneſs, that thou 
mayſt be Javed”; how long ſhall vain Thoughts lodge 
within thee ! 


la ſpeaking to which Words, I deſign the fol- 
lowing Method, 

| Fir I ſhall ſpeak of the Patience and Forbear- 
ance of A — God, and, his merciful Dealing. 
toward Mankind, in. giving them Warning be- 
fore he inflicts his. Judgments, that they. who arc. 
threaten d may by Repentance and Amendment 
of Life avoid them. 


Secondly, I ſhall. ſhew chat a ſuperficial Humi- 


Kation, and an Appearance of Holineſs is not ſuf- 


ficient, or what is here required. 
1. birdly, L ſhall ſhew, that the Way to be freed, 


from Calamities, whether publick or private, is, 
_ by * good and pious Lives. 


And, 
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And, Laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Inferences from 
what ſhall be ſaid on the fore- mentioned Heads, 
40-leave to your Conſiderations 
And, Firſt, I ſhall ſpeak of the Patience and For- 
bearance of Almighty God, and his merciful Deal- 
ing with Mankind, in giving them Warning be- 
fore he inflicts his Judgments, that they who are 
threaten'd may by Repentance and Amendment 
of Life avoid them. And indeed there is not one 
here preſent, but is a living Inſtance of God's Pa- 
tience and Forbearance, and his merciful Dealing 
towards him. Did we but conſider our Profanc- 

neſs and Immorality, our Covetouſneſs and Hy- 
pocriſy, our Luſts and Intemperance, our Want 
of Charity towards our poor Fellow-Crcatures; 
and our moſt Unchriſtian Diviſions: Did we but 
conſider this, we ſhou'd wonder that we are not 
ſwallowed up quick, when God hath ſo great Rea- 
ſon to be wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. But we abun- 
dantly experience, that Almighty God deals not 
with us after our Sins, neither does be reward us: ac- 
cording to our Wickedneſſes : But as far as the Eaft is 
from the Weſt, as far as Heaven is from Earth, fo 
ar hath he removed our Tranſgreſſions from us; and 
as a Father pitieth his Children, ſo does he piiy us. 
And ſince there is no particular Perſon, but what 
muſt acknowledge, that our gracious God hath 
dealt mercitully, and long forborn with him, _ 
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he hath often ſinned and diſobeycd his Commands 
Let us conſider how much more unwilling, Al- 
mighty God is, to proceed againſt a whole Na+ 


tion for their Offences againſt him, and how much 


rather (were it conſiſtent with his Juſtice) he wou'd 
ſpare than puniſh. The firſt mighty Inſtance we 
read of, of Almighty God's Patience and Long- 
ſuffering rowards Mankind, was that he ſhewed 
towards the old World before the Deluge, an 
Hundred and twenty Tears waited the Long-ſuffering of 
God in the Days of Noah, till he ſaw that all Fleſh. 
corrupted its Ways; and that an univerſal Contagion © - 
had overſpread the Face of the whole Earth, and 
that nothing leſs than an univerſal Deluge cou'd 
waſh, away the Stains and Polutions of it. Yet be- 
orb wou'd do this, he ſends his Servant Noab 
to preach Repentance to Mankind, to fore-warn 
them of the Danger they were in, and to ſhe 
them which the Way was to avoid it. ALES 
But the Earth had not been long repleniſhed, by 
thoſe who eſcaped in the Ark from periſhing by 


Water, before its Inhabitants began again to fin, 


and to provoke Almighty God to Anger : Nay, 
their Sins were greater than any which had ever 
before been committed on the Earth; I mean, the 
Sins of Sodom and Gomorrah, which cry d ſo loud for 
Vengeance, that their Cry reach d up to Heaven. 
Yet we find Almighty God, like a kind and _—_ 

Father, 
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Father, who is unwilling to believe the Worſt of 
his Children, till he has fully examined, and finds 
them to be, at leaſt, as Bad as they are repreſent- 
ed to be; ſo he miſtruſts, as it were, the Account 
that came up unto him of thoſe Cities: I will, ſays 
he, go down now and ſee now, and know, whether they 
have done altogether according to the Cry which is come 
up unto me. And truly when he found Matters to be 
even as bad as bad cou'd be; yet he admits Abra- 
ham to parley with him in their Behalf: Nay, he 
condeſcends to very low Articles of Reconciliation, 
that if there were even Ten Righteous among them 
be would not deſiroy them for Tens Sake. And when 
he did deſtroy thoſe Cities, he did not then let the 
Rightcous periſh with the Wicked ; bur ſent Lot 
out of the midſt of the Overthrow, when he overthrew 
the Cities in which Lot dwelt. Fo | 

Another Inſtance we have of God's Mercy and 
Forbearance, was that towards the People of Nine- 
veh ; for tho the Prophet Jonah told them poſi- 
tively, that within Forty Days Nineveh ſhould be 
deſtroyed, yet we find Almighty God who never 
threatens but to bring us to Amendment; upon. 
their Humiliation and Repentance forgave them 
for that Time: And God ſaw their Works that they 
turned from their evil Way, and God repented of the 
Evil he ſaid he would do unto them, and did it not. 


But 
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But never was Patience and Forbearance greater, 
than what was ſhewn to the-Fewiſh Nation; how 


ful Infidelity, their repeated Relapſes into Idola- 


phets which he ſent, to reclaim them from their 


le CEE I Larne ? we Ae Ta 


eee 


nom, and feeh in the broad Places thereof, if ye can 


the Way to 1 even after they had 
ered 


long did God bear with their rebellious Murmur- 
ings, their Diſobedience to his Laws, their ſhame- 


try, and their Neglect of his Meſſengers the Pro- 


evil Ways. Truly moſt wonderful was his Mercy 
and Long - ſuffering, towards that ſtiff-necked and 
perverſe Nation, 4 People unc ircumciſed both in 
Heart and Ears: What Bowels of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion he ſhews towards them, and how fain he 
wou'd have ſpared them, we may read, at the 5th 
Chapter of Jeremiah, and 1ſt Verſe; Ran ye to and 
fro through the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now and 


find a Man, if there be any that executeth Judgment, 
and ſeeketh the Truth, and | will pardon it. Nay, af- 
ter all their Mis-behayiour, - he ſends his Son, his 
only begotten Son, out of his Boſom to ſhew them 


moſt barbaroufly mur him, tho'he only went 
about among them doing Good. He for all this al- 
towed: them Forty Years Time for Repentance ; 
from Tiberiuss Time till their utter Deſtruction 
under Titus Veſpatian. Whoever reflects on this 
laſt Inſtance, can't but confeſs that Almighty God 
is gracious and merciful, flow to Anger, and of great 
22 — | Kindneſs, 
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Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the Evil; that he would 


not the Death of Sinners, but rather that they . ſhould 


turn from their Sins and be ſaved. . 46 gs 
But now to bring this Matter home to ourſelves, 
how abundanely have the People of theſe Nations 
experienced the great Paticnce .and Forbearance of 
Almighty God, tho' we have been moſt. wicked 
and rebellious. To inſtance Particulars * wou'd 
take up too much Time, and wou'd affright more 
than edify an Auditory: I ſhall begin with men- 
tioning. the mournful Occaſion of this Day's: So- 
lemnity; on which was committed the moſt un- 
parallel'd and conſummate Piece of Wickedneſs, 
that ever any Hiſtorian, for ſeveral Ages paſt, 
ſtain'd his Paper with the Relation f. 
A good and pious King, in himſelf ready and wil- 
ling to redreſs the Grievances of his Subjects, but 
unfortunate in his Councils, was, as on this Day, moſt 
barbarouſly murder d, by the good People of Eng- 
land, as thoſe Wretches ſtiled themſelves. Aud to 
the Monſtrouſneſs of the Crime there was added the 
Pageantry and Mockery of Juſtice, that they might 
deſtroy the Lord s Anointed with greater Pomp, and 
as it were, glory in the Fact, when they were about 


to finiſh their long intended Treaſon. To this Pur- 


poſe they prepared an Ordinance, for. erecting a 


prodigious and unheard of Tribunal, which they 
aalled a High- Court of Fuſtice, for the Trial. of their 
481 B 
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King; and before this vile Moch Court, compoſed 
of the Scum of the Nation, which always rifes 
uppermoſt when the Body is in a Ferment; that 
poor unhappy Prince (as to this World) and who, 
as we hope, wears a Crown of Glory in the other, 
of whom ſuch a People were not worthy, why, 
he was Arraigned, Condemned, and Sentenced as 
a Tyrant, Traytor, Murderer, and publick Enemy, 
to be put to Death by ſevering his Head from his 
Body. Hear, O Heavens ! and give Kar, O Earth! 
there was no ſuch Deed done nor ſeen, from the Day 
that the Children of Iſrael came up out of the Land of 
Egypt, unto this Day. There have been Murders, 
Plots, and Rebellions; Aſſaſſinations, conſecrated 
Daggers, and Poyſon, and what other Ways pro- 
fick Wickedneſs could invent: But ſuch a barc- 
faced ſcandalous openly avowed Piece of Treaſon 
and Villany, done in the Face of the Sun, and tho“ 
not on the Houſe-Top, yet as conſpicuouſly, on a 
Scaffold, before his Majeſty's own Royal Palace, to 


the everlaſting Shame and Reproach of thoſe People. 


After I have raifed your Deteſtation of this ſu- 
perlative Tranſgreſſion, *tis almoſt needleſs to tell 
you, that there were ſuch Confuſions and Diſtra- 
ctions, ſuch Depredations, ſuch Violence and Ra- 
pine, ſuch Hypocriſy and Sacrilege, ſuch Bloodi- 
neſs and Cruelty, the whole Land was turned into 
ſuch an Aceldama, as wou'd tempt one to —_— 
| at 


r 
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that Almighty God had devoted theſe Nations to 
utter Deſtruction, and given them up to be a 
Curſe, a Scandal, a bye-word, and an Hiſhng. 
So that our Fore-fathers might with too much 
Propriety, take up the — of the diſtreſſed 
Jews, when groaning under the Babyloniſh Captivity: 
Our Inheritance is turned to Strangers, our Houſes to 4 
liens, we are-Orphans and Fatherleſs, our Mothers are 
as Widows ; we have drunken our Water for Money, our 
Wood is ſold unto us, our Necks are under Perſecution, we 
labour and have no reft, Servants have ruled over us. 
The Form of Monarchical Government, under 
which theſe Kingdoms ſo long flouriſhed, was ut- 
terly overturned, and new Forms ſucceeded, now 
introduced and anon laid aſide as inconvenient, to 
make room for another that in a ſhort time proved 
equally unſatisfactory with any of the former: 
This was the Caſe of Secular Concerns, nor were 
they in a better, but worſe, as to their Spiritual In- 
tereſts, moſt abominable Hypocriſy, and deep 
Diſſimulation every where abounded, wretched 
Ignorance and Barbarity triumphed over Polite- 
neſs and Learning; counterfeit Zeal prevailed a- 
gainſt true and ſubſtantial - Piety, and Confuſion 
againſt Order and Decency. _ 

It wou'd be a Work of infinite Labour and 
Sorrow to rake through the Abomination of 
\Wickedacis of thoſe Days; twou'd open ſuch a 
FE B 2 Scene, 
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Scene, that it wou'd be ſuffering anew to take 
a full View of it, unleſs it were to admire and 
adore the great Goodneſs of God in our De- 
liverance.. And did Almighty God, after all theſe 
crying Sins, before ſpoke of, look down with Pity: 
and Compaſſion on theſe ſinful Nations? did he 
forbear ſinking theſe Iſlands in the Bottom of the 
Sea, to make them fink like Lead in the mighty Na- 
ters, that were loaded with ſuch a Burthen of Ini- 
quity ? Did he after all this, bleſs us again with 
our ancient Form of Government, Monarchy? Did 
he reſtore us again our Judges as at the firſt, and our 
Councellors as at the Beginning? This was one In- 
ſtance of God's merciful Dealing with theſe ſinful: 
Lands, and ſuch a one, as one wou'd think, ſhould: 
have reclaimed any People who had the leaſt Senſe 
of Religion, or any Spark of Goodneſs or Inge- 
nuity left in them. But this being an Act of God's 
Mercy, which moſt of us can only ſay we have 
heard, or our Fathers have told us. of it: I ſhall 
therefore; beg your Patience to put you in Mind of 
ſome other Mercies, done to theſe ſinful Nations, 
which moſt of us may remember. It pleaſed Al- 
mighty God, for the ill Uſe we made of his former 
Favours, and for our other manifold Offences, to 
give us up again, as it ſeemed, to. Deſtruction; all 
the Miſeries that Mankind dread in this World, 
were juſt ready to fall on us, and our Ruin was 


wel L 


CY 


— —_ — 


—_— 


HFonourable Houſe of Commons. 13 
well nigh accompliſhed; our Liberties loſt, 'our 
Lives at the Mercy of ſuch whoſe Mercies are 
cruel, our Religion naked and bleeding; and even 
breathing out its laſt. . When it pleaſed our good 
God, notwithſtanding our Ingratitude and num- 
berleſs Tranſgreſſions, to ſend: his Inſtrument King 
William, of glorious Memory, by whoſe Means our 
Religion was re-eſtabliſhed, (I wiſh we had the 
Grace to live accordingly) and our Laws and Li- 
bertics reſtored, and under whoſe Auſpicious Reign, 
by the Favour of the Almighty, we had the Joy to 
fee theſe Nations again, flouriſh: And who took. 
Care to leave us ſuch a Legacy, as a good Parent 
provides for his Children, not thinking it enough 
to do for them while living, but co make them 
eaſy and happy after his Departure from them; I 
mean, the Bleſſing we now enjoy, of the Proteſſant 
Succeſſion, in our moſt gracious King GEORGE,, 
and his Royal Family. : 5 

But ſoon after that great and good Monarch: 
King William had exchanged his Earthly Crown for 
a Crown of Glory; our late gracious Sovereign 
Queen Anne had the Peace and Safety of theſe. her 
Kingdoms, threaten'd again with War; but our 
infinitely merciful God, who has done for us more 
than ſome of us deſired, and more than any of us 
deſerved, went out with our Armies, and ſought 
our Battels, and gave us ſuch Victories under our 

| great: 
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great and ſucceſsful General, as will, for Ages to 
come redound to the Honour of the Britiſh Na- 
tion, and to the everlaſting Shame of his Enemies, 
both at Home and Abroad; and whoſe Succeſſes 
wou'd have procured us ſuch a Peace (had it not 
been for our Wiekedneſſes) as the Proteſtant Intereſt 
of Europe never before could have expected. 

What enſued we all too well know and feel, 
deſigning Men, for their own private Intereſts, ſold 
us to our Enemies, when we were juſt upon reap- 
ing the Fruits of all our Labours, that coſt fo 
much Blood and Treaſure. Thoſe whom a little 
before we might have given Laws to, ſoon di- 
ated to us, our real Trade decayed, and ima- 
gingry Notions of Trade, no one knows where, 
were given us in its Room; all Things were 
brought into Confuſion, and to the very Brink 
of Ruin. | 

As for this poor Kingdom, (tho' the Papiſts 
in it very much out-number the Proteftants) yet 
ſuch was the Vileneſs of ſome lately in Authori- 
ty over us, and which I truſt in God will never 
be in the like Power again: They ſo very plainly 
diſcouraged the Proteſtant Intereſt of this King- 
dom, that the Ring- lcader of them was voted by 
that Houſe of Commons (which ought never to 
be forgot for the good Services they did, and 
whoſe glorious Steps the preſent follows) he _ 
vote 
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voted a Betrayer of the Proteſtant Intereſt of this 
Kingdom, and a Friend to Popery and the Pre- 
tender: Notwithſtanding all his illegal Methods 
to procure ſuch Men to fic in Parliament, as he 
thought wou'd carry on his Deſigns. Notwith- 
ſtanding his. Attempts to break and garble Corpo- 
rations, that he might get Men return'd fit for his 
purpoſe. „ £51. Ihe 
The Charter of this great City was attack'd, 
and given into the fame Popiſh Councellor's 
Hands, to find a Flaw in it, and try to break it, 

that had been imployed on the fame Occaſion 
in King James's Time. But I cannot mention this 
without praiſing the Courage, Conftancy and Ho- 

neſty of our truly worthy CITIZENS, who fo 
bravely defended their Rights and Privileges, and in 
them; in a great meaſure, the Rights and Privi- 
leges of the whole Kingdom. Neither Threats nor 

Promiſes cou'd make them fwerve them the leaſt 

from their Duty. But theſe were not the only 

ways made uſe of by wicked Men to bring about 
their evil Deſigns. Thoſe Perſons who had beaten 
our Enemies, who had - gallantly ventured: their 

Lives for their Countries Safety, were abuſed and 

fent a ſtarving, and the more deſerving any of 

them had been, the more likely he was to loſe his. 

Bread, and one that was not worth it was to be 

put in his place. Moſt of the ancient 2 
| 3 
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of this Kingdom (I mean of our own Church, as 
by. Law cſtabliſhed) were Male- treated and brand- 
ed with Names which the Impoſers of them had a 
much better Title to. Republicans, - King-killers and 
the like, were the Appellations publickly given in 
the Streets to the moſt Loyal Subjects her Maje- 
ty had, or our moſt gracious King has; tho' the 
Incourager of ſuch as did ſo in this Kingdom was 
himſelf Council for the Afſaſſinaters, and their In- 
1 in Great - Britain are now in open Rebel- 
ion. ' | 

But chis was not at all, when Matters grew 
pretty near a Criſis, and Proteſtants thought it con- 
venient to provide Arms for their Defence in caſe 
of Danger from their inveterate Enemies; tis well 
known how they were treated for their timely Cau- 
tion, they were accuſed and look'd upon as Plot- 
ters for ſo doing, when at the ſame time Papiſts 
bought what Arms they pleaſed.” In theſe, and 
much worſe Circumſtances, than I have deſcribed 
them, were we, when it pleaſed Almighty God out 
of another Inſtance of his very great Goodneſs and 
Mercy to theſe ſinful Nations, to bring his Sacred 
Majeſty King GEORGE. to the Throne of Great- 
Britain and Ireland. And ever ſince his Acceſſion 
to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, how has the 
ſame Spirit inſtigated them, firſt, to moſt indecent 
Behaviour, then to Riots and Outrages, and at laſt 
| tO 
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to open and publick Rebellion. And theſe are the 
Men who profeſſed. Unlimited: Obedience, even to 
the moſt Arbitrary Power; how they have practiſed 
common Obedience to our good King, and the 
Laws of the Land, I think all Mankind may judge. 
Such Profeſſors of Unlimited Obedience may well be 
compared to them that ſct up for Works of Super- 
erogation in Religion, and they generally prove juſt 
ſuch Subjects as theſe do Chriſtians: But if theſe 
latter wou'd but be obedient to God and his Laws, 
and not pretend to do more than is required of 
them; and the former be obedient to the King 
and the Laws of the Land, it wou'd be better for 
them both in this World, and the World to come. 
For my part, I never heard, that there was either 
Riot, or Tumult, or Rebellion raiſed by thoſe, 
whom they then ſtigmatized by ſo many hard 
Names. It is a melancholy Conſideration, hard- 
ly without Horror to be reflected on, to think, 
* many who have come to our holy Commu- 
nion, and then have gone in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner to the Courts of Juſtice, and before God and 
their Country abjured, that Thing that calls itſelt 
2 King; ſhould after all theſe: ſacred Obligations 
behave themſelves ſo undutifully. They may pre- 
tend if they pleaſe to be of our Religion, (but we 
ſhould thank them if they did not) but moſt cer- 
tain it is, if they are of any Religion at all, 
ow q 
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of that, which offers Diſpenſations for ſuch Villa- 
nies, and has Indulgences for their other Vices. 

And thus, as briefly as I cou'd, I have given 
you ſome Inſtances of God's merciful Dealing 
with a ſinful Nation, and particularly as to our 
felves. 

I come now in the Secoxd place, to ſhew that 
an external Humiliation, and Appearance of Ho- 
lineſs is not ſufficient, or what is here required, 
Waſh thy Heart from Wickedneſs (ſays my Text) that 
thou mayft be ſaved: This ſhews that a ſuperficial 
Repentance will not ſerve Turn, it is not enough 
to do as the Phariſees did, to make clean the Outſide 
of the Cup. "Tis the Heart, which is the Source 
and Fountain from whence all our Words and 
Actions iſſue, that muſt be made clean, if we ex- 
pect any Benefit. Circumciſe yourſelves to the Lord, 
and take away the Foreskins of your Hearts, ye Men of 
Judah and Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, left my Fury 
come forth like Fire, and burn that none can quench it, 
becauſe of the Evil of your Doings. The 4th Verſe of 
this Chapter, from whence my Text is taken; that 
is, put away your natural Corruptions, which 
was ſignify d by the Sacrament of Circumciſion, 
and let your Circumciſion not be. outward only 
in the Fleſh, in which you ſo much glory in the 
fight of Men, but let it be inward in the Heart, 
if you. expect God ſhould turn away his fierce An- 

ger 
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ger from you. To the ſame Purpoſe alſo ſpeaks 
St, Paul in Rom. 2. ver. 28, 29. He is not a Jew 
that is one outwardly, neither is that Circumciſion that 
is outward in the. Fleſh ; but he is a Jew which is one 
inwardly, and Circumciſion is that of the Heart. That 
is, he only is a true Child of Abraham, and ſuch: 
a one as will be accounted worthy to be an Heir 
of the Promiſes made to him, who puts away 
from his Hcart all corrupt Affections, and does 
the Deeds of Abraham his Father. This truly is 
the only available Circumciſion. If an external 
Shew of Halineſs would have ſerved Turn, to 
avert God's Anger, the Fews would never have 
ſuffer'd, they were counted by all the World the 
moſt bigotted People in it: But all this Appear- 
ance of Religion was nothing but meer Outſide, 
they paid indeed Yth of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, 
but they neglected the weightier Matters of the Law, 
Judgment, Mercy and Faith; whatever would make 
them ſeem righteous in the fight of Men, that 
they perform'd moſt critically, they put on moſt 
ſad Countenances when they faſted, and ſhew'd- 
very extraordinary Sigis of Humiliation, they (er 
up the Duties of Piety for a Blind, that they might 
violate thoſe of Juſtice and Charity more ſecretly 
and ſecurely, they made long Prayers, the Preface” 
to devouring Widows Houſes, and faſted twice 
in a Weck, to cover their Exceſs of Extortion, 

C 2 they 
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they uſed ſome Formalities towards God, that 
they might the better impoſe upon Men; but for 
all they made ſo fair an Appearance in the World, 
their Hearts were full of Pride and Covetouſneſs, De- 
ceit and Envy, they had the Form of Godlineſs, but de- 
ny d the Power thereof. Our Saviour compares them 
to whited Sepulchers, which indeed. appear beauti- 
ful without, but arc within full of rotten Bones, 
and all manner of Uncleanneſs. All their good 
Deeds that they did, they did to be ſeen of Men, 
and our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that al ſuch. have 
their Remard; that is, they were deſirous ro main- 
tain a good Character in the Eye of the World, 
which might be of Advantage to them, in their 
Dealings in it, and that they enjoy'd ; but he lets. 
them know, they muſt expect no further Benefits 
from ſuch Performances in this Life, and in-the 
next Life, that they ſhall be rewarded with the 
Wages. of their Hypocriſy. N 

I come no in the Third Place to ſhew, that the 
Way to be freed from Calamities, whether pub- 
lick or private, is, by leading good and pious Lives, 
by turning to God who alone is able to ſend us help 
in Trouble, and 10 deliver us out of all our Diſtreſſes. 
Not that it always goes well with the righteous and 
good Man in this Life, ſometimes Divine Provi- 
dence ſuffereth it be otherwiſe as a Tryal of his In- 
tegrity, for Example to others, or ſome like wiſe: 


Diſpene 
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Diſpenſation : Thus we ſee how Fob was afflicted, 
tho' he was a Perfon of whom God himſelf ſays, 
Seeſt thou my Servant Job an upright Man, and a per- 


feft, one who feareth God, and eſcheweth Evil. And 


thus it happened to the good Prince, whoſe Death 


we this Day Lament and Mourn for. But that, 


generally ſpeaking, leading a good Life, is the beſt 
Way to free us out of our Troubles (or, what is 
all one, will give us Strength to bear them) will 
appear moſt plain, if we trace back to the Origi- 
nal Spring, from whence come all the Calamites 
and Misfortunts that attend Mankind, for it is a 
. great Step towards the Cure, to know the Cauſe 
of Ailment. on 


And I ſhall begin, by ſhewing the Riſe of patti⸗ 


cular Peoples Misfortunes, becauſe, that Societies 


and Bodies Politick are compoſed of theſe Parti- 


eulars. | 
Now the chief Misfortunes that befal a Man, 


are, with reſpect to his Eſtate, his good Name, or 


his Health, and thefe Misfortunes we generally 
bring on ourſelves by our Sins: As to our Eſtates, 


Idleneſs and Debauchery manifeſtly make them 


decay and waſte, what is ill; got is a Canker that 
will eat away the reſt, Pride has ufually a Fall, 


Drunkenneſs and Gluttony are beaſtly and expen- 
five Vices, ſtrange Women will bring a Man to a 


Morſel of Bread, Drom ſineſs will clothe a Man with 
Rags. ” | Another 
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Another Misfortunc which Men bring on them- 
ſelyes by their Vices, is, the Loſs of Reputation; 


and tho' this be ſometime taken away without 


Cauſe, yet he that lives viciouſſy, makes certain 
Shipwrack of it; for what is it to have a good Re- 
putation, but to be thought to live according to 
the Rules of Religion and Virtue, and conſequent- 
ly he that lives otherwiſe, and gets an ill one, 
muſt blame himſelf for it. VV 
A Third Misfortune that Mens Vices bring on 
them, is, Diſcaſes and Pains, they impair and 
weaken the Body, and in licu of Eſtates, which 
they ruin, they entail Diſtempers on their wretched 
Poſterity. | 9 

But did our Vices bring only Diſeaſes and Pains 
on our Bodies, twou'd be more ſupportable; but 


they ſully our better Part, our Minds, make Rea- 


ſon dark and cloudy, and while we have any Con- 


ſcience, if we be not quite harden'd in our Im- 


pieties, they create ſuch Anguiſh, ſuch Stings, ſuch 
uncaſy and tormenting Thoughts, as often makes 
Life a Trouble, ſowers all our Plcaſures, and palls 
even our higheſt Enjoyment. | Ee Er 
Thus, we fee, Misfortuncs which befal particu- 
lar Perſons, are brought on them by their Vices. 
Let us now conſider. Men as they conſtitute a 
Body Politick, and compare this Body with a 
ſingle Perſon. We ſhall find, that as generally — 
* Mi 
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Misfortunes which befal the fingle Perſon, proceed 
from his Vices : So alſo are all the Convulſions, 
Diſtractions, and Diſorders which happen in States 
and Kingdoms (as the melancholy Subject of this 
Day minds us of) bred by their Fraud, Oppreſ- 
fion, and other Sins, and that as naturally too, 
as Diſeaſes are cauſed in the Body by Surfeits. 
St. James in his Epiſtle general, Chap. 4. Ver. 1. 
ſpeaking of the Troubles in his Time, gives this 
Account of them. From whence (ſays he) comes Wars 
end Fightings among you ? come they not hence, even 
of your Luſts that war in your Members? The Con- 
fuſions and Calamities which diſtract and ruin 
Kingdoms and Common-wealths, come they not 
hence? are they not the natural Effects of your 
Luſts and Vices ? | Fs 

Let us now examine and fee whether the Exer- 
cife of Religion and Virtue is not the beſt way, to 
free us from all thefe Troubles, and ſure I am we 
ſhall find it ſo to be. Our Eſtates will likely en- 
creaſe by honeſt Induſtry and Dilgence, Almighty 
God proſpers the Undertakings of the Righteous, (if 
he ſees it convenient) he bleſſes the Labour of 
their Hands, makes Fruitful their Fields, and 
Crowns their honeſt Endeavours with Succefs. As 
to the Way of eſtabliſhing a good Name in the 
World, there is nothing like a fober, meek, Chri- 
ſtian's Life and Behaviour: A Name thus got, = 
_—_— | I 


| 24 A Sermon preach d before the 


what Death it ſelf can't rob us of, whilſt that 
which is ſupported by Titles and Fortune only, pe- 
riſhes and corrupts with the Owner, it may ſhine 
indced for ſome time, but it will go out like a 
Snuff, and leave a Stink behind it. Laſtly, as to 
our Hcalths, it is moſt evident that Temperance 
and Chaſtity are the beſt Phyſitians. | 

- But there 1s ſomething more which flows from 
a virtuous Lite, which infinitely tranſcends, what 
J have hitherto mentioned; namely, Peace of 
Mind in this Life, and everlaſting Happineſs in the 
next. And this is what the Wicked are common- 
ly Strangers to, in this Life, and will ever continue 
ſo to be in the Life to come. Holy David aſſures 
us, That great is the Peace that they have, which love 
the Law of the Lord, and the Prophet Iſaiah tells us, 
That the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the Effect 
of Righteouſneſs Quietneſs, and Aſſurance for ever. Add 
to theſe what we find at the 25th of St. Matth. and 
laſt Verſe, That the Righteous ſhall go into Life Eter- 

nal, where they ſhall enjoy Bleſſings beyond what Man 
can concetve. © | 

I ſhall now procecd to infer ſomething from 

what has been ſaid, and leave it to your ſerious 
Conſiderations. 3 
We are now ſolemnly met together, to humble 
our ſclves before God, and to ſupplicate his Di- 
vine Goodneſs for Pardon of our great and crying 
1 45 ins 
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Sins and Offences, but more particularly for that 
as on this Day commutted, by a moſt wicked and 
rebellious People; let us beſeech him therefore, 
for the Merics of Chriſt Jeſus, that when he mak- 
eth Inquiſition for Blood, that he would not lay 
the Blood of this innocent Perſon to our Charge, 
which Blood nothing but the precious Blood- 
ſnedding of our Saviour can expiate for. And let 
not his Patience and Forbearance towards theſe 
ſinful Nations, encourage us to continue in our 
Iniquities, let us not preſume on theſe his Mercies, 
for he is not ſlack as ſome Men count Slackneſs, he 
will not ſuffer his Holy Spirit always to ſtrive with 
us; but if we will walk contrary to God, he will walk 
contrary to us, and plague us yet ſeven times more : 
He will repay Vengeance on the Ungodly, for all their 
ungodly Deeds : It we do not amend he will reveal 
his Wrath from Heaven againſt us, Miſery and De- 
ſtruction will he place in our Ways, if we do not learn 
the Way of Peace, and ſet the Fear of God before our 
Eyes. God's Anger is not turned away, but his Hand 
is ſtretched out ſtill; becauſe the People turneth not to 
him that ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the Lord 
of Hoſts ! 64 e 
I pray God the Senſe of theſe Things may link 

deep into our Hearts, and make us amend our 
Lives, and truly humble ourſelves. before our God 


with Shame and Confuſion of Face, for our ma- 
D nifold 


. 


** 
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nifold and heinous Offences ; ler us take before us 
the Example of the Prophet Ezra, that having rent 
his Cloaths, he fell upon his Knees, and ſpread out his 
Hands unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, O my God, 
I am aſhamed and bluſh to lift up my Face to thee my 
God, for our Iniquities are increaſed over our Head, 
and our Treſpaſs is grown up unto the Heavens. Surely 
full long enough have we walked in the Way that 
profiteth not, it is now high Time to return, and 
that with our unfeigned Thanks to our moſt gra- 
cious God, for not utterly deſtroying us, for not 
taking us away in the midſt of our Impieties, for 
giving us Warning, and ſo much Time as he has. 
done, to buy Ol, and trim our Lamps, before we go 3 
to meet the Bridegrcom, that when we do, we may 
meet him with Foy. | 
2dty, Let us not ſooth ourſelves up, and try to 
lay our Conſciences aflcep, with the bare Shew 
only of Religion; it is not enough only to cry Lord, 
Lord, to put on ſanctified Faces, or to make long 
Prayers ; neither is it enough to cry te CHURCH, 
the CHURCH, unleſs we walk anſwerable to our 
Holy Religion. Our Saviour tells all ſuch ſort of 
People, that he knows them not, and bids them de- 
part from him. This Shadow, this Tincel, this Ap- 
pearance only of Holineſs will avail us nothing: 
The beſt Advice is, to take Care that our Piety be 
real, not affected; Let us cleanſe our Hearts 1 
EG eac 
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dead Works to ſerve the living God, and the better 
to enable us ſo to do, let us beſeech Almighty God 
to purifie us by the Inſpiration of his holy Spirit, 
that when he appears in Glory, we may be quali- 
ficd to behold him, in whoſe Preſence is the Fulneſs 
of Joy, and at whoſe Right Hand there are Pleaſures for 
evermore. 

Let us alſo add to our Prayers Alms to make 
them effectual, we ſce daily, Numbers of Poor in 
our Streets, ready to periſh this hard Seaſon for 
Want; our Priſons alſo are crowded with diſtreſ- 
fed Debtors. Let us take their Caſes into Conſi- 
deration, and reflect on the infinite Mercy of God, 
chat we are not in their Conditions; this will be a 

moſt acceptable Piece of Service, well pleaſing to 

God, and a Means to avert his Anger from us. 

And for our Encouragement our bleſſed Saviour 

aſſures us, that whatever we do for theſe our poor | 

Brethren, the leaſt Help that we give them, even | 

a Cup of cold Water, ſhall not want its Reward. » 
* Laſily, Since we are convinced, that our Vices 
bring on us both Temporal and Eternal Puniſh- 
ments, let us live Soberly and Righteouſſy in this: 
_ preſent World, for this is the Way both to be hap- 
py here, and hereafter, otherwiſe we ſhall find, by 
woful Experience, that it had been better for us not 
to have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, then after we 
had known it, to turn from the Holy Commandments 

delivered 
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Mater s Will, and did it not, was beaten-with many 1 


Our wiſe and prudent SENATE have talen. all 
immaginable Care of our Safety. Let every par- 
ticular Member of the Community do the ſame; _ 
by Ammendment of his Life: This will be an 
ASSOCIATION that all our Enemies will ne- 
ver be able to break through, nor reſiſt. Let us 
lay aſide the Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and 
— us (for ſure it is now high Time) lay aſide our 
Unchriſtian Diviſions and Diſtinctions : At leaſt, as 
our good and gracious KING adviſes us, let u» 
aboliſh all other Diſtinctions among us, but ſuch as are I 
zealous Aſſertors of the Liberties of their C ountry, the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, and the Proteſtant Religion, and 
ſach as are endeavouring to ſubjef the Nation to the \\ 
Revenge and Tyranny of a Papi Pretender. Amen. 
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